16                           Introduction.

Shakefpeare, and Johnfon, and their glorious phalanx
of contemporary poets.

We have faid 'general7 advance, becaufe Tottel's
Mifcellany of 1557 is, in its varied excellence, the
fubilantive beginning of modern Engliih verfe. Yet
that collection reprefents the poetical gleanings of
three entire reigns, and is exceptional from the general
literature of the time in which it was printed. But
with the new Queen poefy came into fafhion, and
almoft all the young gentlemen of the Inns of Court
tried their prentice hands at it.

3.  As in fpring-tide we gather flowers rather than
fruits, fo in this earlier literature we muft look for im-
perfect Affays rather than finifhed Maflerpieces.    Moft
modern literatures have commenced with tranflations,
imitations, and the like.    At this time there was quite
a rage for tranflating.    The riches of   old claffical
thought and ftyle; the charms of Italian and Spanilh
fidlion; hiflory, morals, tragedies, romances both in
profe and verfe; with tranflated poems, conftituted the
flaple of Englim polite literature at this time.    With
this there was the conftant accretion of The Mirrour
for MagiftrateS) and alfo, though not to any large ex-
tent, original lighter verfe, as in the prefent work and
alfo George Turberville's Epitaphes, Epigrams^ Songs,
and Sonets, of which there are believed to have been
three editions by 1570; of the earliefl of which no
copy is at prefent known.

4.  Affociating with many of thefe tranflators, him-
felf diflinguished for his Englilh verfion ot Manzolli's
Zodiacus Vita, Barnabe Googe, a young gentleman of
20 to 23 years of age, frelh from college, wrote for his
private delectation moft of the contents of this Reprint.
How his friend Blundeflon lent what he had written
to the' poor printer/ with two prefaces of his own, about